Before the
NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION,
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Washington, DC 20230
In the Matter of
Request for Comments on Developing a Sustainable
Spectrum Strategy for America’s Future

)
)
)

Docket No. 181130999-8999-01

COMMENTS OF SES AMERICOM, INC. AND O3B LIMITED
SES Americom, Inc. and O3b Limited (together, “SES”) hereby respond to the abovereferenced Request for Comments on a Sustainable Spectrum Strategy, which seeks input to
assist the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (“NTIA”) in developing
a sustainable spectrum strategy.1
SES, one of the world’s largest commercial communications satellite operators, is
uniquely positioned to address issues raised by the NTIA. SES entities operate more than
50 geostationary orbit (“GSO”) satellites able to reach 99% of the world’s population using
spectrum in the C, Ku- and Ka-band to provide critical services to U.S. customers. These
spacecraft serve broadcasters, direct-to-home (“DTH”) service providers, and corporate and U.S.
government (“USG”) customers domestically and worldwide with offerings that include video
and audio content distribution, DTH, private networks, broadband, satellite news gathering,
aeronautical and maritime services, and mobile backhaul.
The SES fleet includes the O3b Medium-Earth-Orbit (“MEO”) non-geostationary
(“NGSO”) system, which provides high-throughput, low-latency connectivity for enterprise,
government, and mobility clients. The O3b system combines satellite reach with fiber optic
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speed, delivering the performance of terrestrial networks in places those networks do not reach,
and making affordable broadband connectivity accessible for billions of consumers and
businesses in nearly 180 countries. SES currently operates sixteen MEO satellites, and in 2018
was granted authority by the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) for additional
spacecraft and spectrum2 in order to accommodate growing demand, particularly among USG
users, for O3b’s high-performance connectivity.3
As noted in the President’s Space Directives4 and the White House Spectrum
Memorandum,5 the satellite industry plays a critical role in the U.S. economy and national
security. SES is at the forefront of providing innovative satellite services to both the commercial
market and the USG. Accordingly, as the NTIA works towards implementing spectrum policy
that enables the U.S. space industry to retain its primacy, it is critical that it consider the
comments of SES and others in the satellite industry.
SES’s responses to specific NTIA questions are presented below.
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1. In what ways could the predictability of spectrum access for all users be improved?
The predictability of spectrum access is critical for the efficient deployment of satellite
services. SES and other satellite operators have invested billions of dollars in satellites operating
in the United States and globally that provide important services to American consumers,
businesses and the USG. Satellite systems, both GSO and NGSO, require investments long in
advance of commencing operations and take years to design and deploy. Once in service,
satellite systems generally remain operational for ten to twenty years or more, and this hardware
cannot be meaningfully modified to adapt to changing spectrum policy on the ground.
Additionally, these systems are designed to cover wide geographic areas, and a single system
will typically cover multiple countries, if not continents. Satellite operators must be able to rely
on stable and internationally-harmonized spectrum policies to use satellite capacity efficiently,
deliver affordable and innovative services, and ensure that these long-term investments are
successful.
This need for long term certainty goes beyond the satellite operators themselves.
Customers of satellite services invest in hardware to communicate with various satellite systems
and make business development and operational decisions in reliance on the availability of
satellite services. This includes not only video content distributors but enterprise and
government users, who often make their own internal commercial or operational decisions based
on available connectivity. When spectrum policy is subject to changes, the upheaval
experienced by satellite operators affects their customer bases as well, impacting U.S. consumers
as well as USG users.
Policy makers can improve the predictability of spectrum access by consulting with
satellite users regarding their reliance on satellites as part of the global communications
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infrastructure when the USG is contemplating changes to long-standing domestic and
international spectrum allocations. By giving current and future satellite service stakeholders a
chance to weigh in on U.S. spectrum policy, regulators can ensure past investments are protected
and that private sector and USG customers are able to maintain current services while also
preserving the ability to expand the use of those services to meet growing demand.
Similarly, where satellite is a priority spectrum user we encourage the NTIA to find ways
to harmonize U.S. spectrum policy with those existing priority designations. This will allow
satellite operators and satellite service customers, such as the USG, to implement regional and
global business and operational plans while avoiding the uncertainty and prohibitive expense of
designing systems to accommodate spectrum allocations that differ across national and regional
boundaries. A lack of harmonized spectrum access not only imposes costs and burdens on
governments in the form of increased cross-border coordination, but also raises prices and
creates barriers to accessing services that consumers, businesses and governments now expect to
be available everywhere. Should policy makers feel it is in the interests of the U.S. to depart
from the prioritization of satellite services in a particular band, the NTIA should take steps to
protect incumbent satellite users and the investment of satellite operators, both domestically and
at international spectrum forums such as CITEL and the ITU. This will help mitigate any
complications that may be caused by non-homogenous spectrum prioritization policies in a given
region.
Recognizing, though, that the international allocation process can be very lengthy, a key
way greater flexibility could be provided to the satellite sector would be allowing services that
are similar technically to operate in a band not allocated to that service. This has happened, for
example, with mobile-satellite service in fixed-satellite service (“FSS”) bands and could be
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further expanded through allowing FSS use of broadcasting-satellite service (“BSS”) bands as
the two services are technically similar. If anything, FSS can often share more easily with BSS
systems and other services than BSS itself, given its focus on service to small, consumer
terminals.
2. What is the practical extent of applying standards, incentives, and enforcement
mechanisms to promote efficient and effective spectrum use?
If the U.S. government wishes to facilitate efficient and effective spectrum use, including
spectrum sharing, it must ensure that it has enforcement mechanisms in place that can address
very real potential harms that might result from such sharing. In particular, the FCC has created
spectrum sharing schemes that threaten reliable reception of uplink transmissions to satellites
because of aggregate interference to in-band receivers on satellites6 and is contemplating creating
a similar approach in yet another satellite band.7
Yet, rather than address the matter with serious and practical enforcement mechanisms,
the FCC has generally chosen to date to ignore the risk and continue without serious
consideration as to how to protect current and future satellite operations from a very real risk.8
Robust, technology-neutral sharing policies that benefit U.S. end users, businesses, and the USG
must include effective enforcement measures that can protect the multi-billion dollar investments
made by the satellite industry. Without meaningful enforcement mechanisms, satellite services
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that millions of commercial and USG users rely on could face unresolvable interference that
dramatically impairs service quality and availability.
3. What are the risks, if any, to the global competitiveness of U.S. industries associated
with spectrum management and policy actions?
Current U.S. spectrum management and policy actions may hamstring the
competitiveness of U.S. industries that deploy and rely on satellite services. Satellite network
operators have long looked to U.S. industry to design and manufacture new generations of
satellites and associated ground station equipment.
While USG policies on spectrum have not reduced demand for satellite services, they
have made it more difficult for operators to test and deploy equipment in the U.S. If due to such
barriers satellite operators are forced to test equipment abroad, it could disadvantage U.S.
manufacturers.
4. How could a spectrum management paradigm be structured such that it satisfies the
needs of commercial interests while preserving the spectrum access necessary to
satisfy the mission requirements and operations of Federal entities?
In considering the balance between commercial and federal spectrum users, the NTIA
must be mindful that many federal users rely on commercial satellite operators for services across
the globe. In many instances, there are no alternatives for the services that the USG acquires
from the commercial satellite industry. SES, which has long provided satellite capacity to USG
customers, provides both ubiquitous GSO satellite coverage and O3b MEO capacity to USG users
around the world.9 This combination of coverage and uniquely fiber-like capacity is unavailable
from any other provider and is particularly valuable for USG needs.
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SES can bring to bear capacity on over 50 GSO satellites in multiple frequency bands,
including C-, Ku- and Ka-band, to serve USG users. This capacity and coverage ensure that the
USG has access to reliable and redundant satellite connectivity anywhere in the world.
Meanwhile, the O3b MEO constellation provides a truly unique service to the USG, as it
is the only satellite constellation of its kind that is currently in operation. The O3b constellation
uses Ka-band, including spectrum in the 27.5-28.35 GHz band ( the “28 GHz band”), to provide
high throughput and low-latency capacity to serve Department of Defense user needs in theater
and at its command hubs.10 This fiber-like connectivity is ideal for many USG applications and
operations and is currently in high demand.11 SES will launch four additional current generation
MEO satellites this year to help meet the high demand in the market for its unique capacity. By
2021, SES will begin launching its second generation MEO constellation, mPower, which will
provide far greater capacity while using the entirety of Ka-band and, eventually V-band. Many
other NGSO satellite systems hold U.S. authority and are planning to provide low latency, high
throughput capacity globally.12 U.S. policy makers must make sure that these cutting-edge
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satellite systems have access to sufficient spectrum domestically and abroad to meet the needs of
USG and commercial end users alike.
5. What are the likely future needs of spectrum users, both terrestrially and for spacebased applications, within the next 15 years? In particular, are present allocations of
spectrum sufficient to provide next generation services like Fifth Generation (5G)
cellular services and emerging space-based applications? For commenters who
assert that existing allocations are insufficient, NTIA is interested in understanding
better the amount of spectrum presently available to provide particular services (or
similar services) and estimates of the amount of additional spectrum in each
frequency band that the commenter believes is needed.
The spectrum needs of satellite operators are growing steadily. This is in part due to the
fact that, in addition to a host of other applications, satellite connectivity will be a key
component of the deployment of 5G terrestrial wireless services, much as it currently is for the
deployment of 3G/4G/LTE services around the globe.13 The demand for satellite services is
growing both domestically and internationally, even as the Commission promotes the allocation
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of satellite bands to terrestrial 5G both domestically14 and internationally,15 without due
consideration of the impact on incumbent and future satellite demand for this band.
Advanced NGSO broadband systems16 that seek to operate in the Ku-, Ka- and V-bands
are on the horizon, and these will help facilitate the roll-out of 5G mobile services, as well as
fixed broadband, disaster relief, earth stations in motion (“ESIMs,” which include terminals on
land vehicles, ships at sea, and aircraft), enterprise and government services. The private sector
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has recognized the commercial potential of these networks, pouring billions of investment
dollars into these systems.17 Meanwhile, GSO networks continue to increase in raw capacity and
technological sophistication in response to the growing global demand for communications
capacity.18 These systems serve urban, suburban and rural customers, as well as government
users across the world, in bands that policy makers have targeted for terrestrial encroachment.
Even as the FCC allocates record-setting amounts of spectrum for terrestrial use, it continues to
chip away at satellite spectrum access, disregarding the growth of satellite services.19
Instead of actively working to limit the spectrum satellite systems will have access to, as
it has recently in the Ka-band, U.S. policymakers should be looking to expand satellite access to
spectrum in existing bands such as Ka-band while protecting satellite growth spectrum in V-band
and beyond. Where sharing is necessary, regulators should strive to create sharing rules that
reflect the physical and economic realities of each spectrum band.
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The U.S. has recognized the need to allocate spectrum for other data-intensive services.
It has supported Agenda Item 1.13 at the ITU, which would make available upwards of 33 GHz
of spectrum for terrestrial 5G while the Commission has allocated spectrum at 24.75-25.25 GHz;
27.5-28.35 GHz; 37.0-40.0 GHz; 42.0-42.5 GHz; and 47.2-48.2 GHz for terrestrial use and is
considering further terrestrial allocations in the 3.7-4.2 GHz band as well as the 25.25-27.5 GHz
and 50.4-52.6 GHz bands. In order to ensure that U.S. policy goals such as the speedy
deployment of 5G20 and bridging the Digital Divide21 are met, the USG should undertake a
similar effort to allocate more spectrum for satellite services as well. It remains unclear whether
U.S. policy makers will maintain that balance, but it would be in the U.S. interest to make sure
there is sufficient spectrum for the full and efficient deployment of current and next-generation
GSO and NGSO satellite services.
Put simply, the need for satellite spectrum will mirror the growth of the demand for data
because satellites are a critical component of the fixed and mobile broadband ecosystem. As
long as the U.S. government views satellite services as distinct from 4G/5G mobile services and
other data-intensive services, it will underestimate the need for spectrum for broadband satellite
services and hinder satellite operators from meeting market demand for their services.
6. Conclusion
The NTIA is wise to develop a long term national spectrum strategy. This approach should
benefit the operators, customers and end-users of satellite networks that rely on spectrum access.
All of these stakeholders stand to benefit from this effort.
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SES appreciates the opportunity to comment and hopes that its submission helps the NTIA
shape spectrum policy in a way that will ensure the U.S. maintains its leadership in the space and
satellite industry for the foreseeable future.
Respectfully submitted,
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