


11. Indirect Expense

a. Type b. Rate c¢. Period From  Period To d. Base ec:;?g:gt f. Federal Share
11 || /| | I
11 || /| | I
g. Totals: | H I l
12. Remarks: Attach any i d d y or 1 required by Federal sponsoring agency in compli with g g

| ‘ Add Attachment ”De\ete Altachment“ View Attachment |

13. Gertlfcallon By signing this report, | certify to the best of my knowledge and belief that the report is true, complete, and accurate, and the

and cash receipts are for the purposes and objectives set forth in the terms and conditions of the Federal award. |
am aware that any false, fictitious, or information, or the ion of any material fact, may subject me to criminal, civil or
administrative penalties for fraud, false statements, false claims or otherwise. (U.S. Code Title 18, Section 1001 and Title 31, Sections 3729-3730
and 3801-3812).

a. Name and Title of Authorized Certifying Official

Prefix: First Name: Ip“id | Middle Name: I

LastName: [softer | suffix: [ |
Title: |l)i rector of Business Development
b. Signature of Authorized Certifying Official ¢. Telephone (Area code, number and extension)
9177476305 |
David Soffer
d. Email Address e. Date Report Submitted 14. Agency use only:
david.soffer@wanrack.com 10/30/2023

Standard Form 425
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8. Demolition and removal

WANRack does not anticipate any demolition or removal expenses.

9. Construction

For construction, WANRack will be boriug- feet at a cost of- foot. The cost is to
directional Bore 1x 2 inch conduit for the footage cited. This project will require a plow to be
used for feet worth at a rate of] a foot. A handhole must be installed every

feet for slack and slice points across the entire route. Every handhole installed would cos

for a total of] It costs Jillto pull fiber into the conduit per foot, so that is a sum of

It also costs WANRack a foot to provide traffic control during construction, for
the same cost of| Fiber splicing is required. Reel lengths are- ft and will require
splicing at vault location with slack and waste it will require splices there are Esp]ices at
each splice point. This total cost will be Splicing Prep will be required. There are
going to be_ optic cable tails at each splice point that will require a cable prep charge to
install the splice case and prep the cables. The total cost will be Lastly, once all fiber
cables are spliced we will have to test each fiber with a OTDR to ensure fiber losses meets
manufacturing standards. Total cost of that will be

Description Unit Basis Unit Cost Number of Units | Total Cost

Borng Fout O —
o T |
Handhole

install-large

24x36x24 Item

Fiber Pull in
Conduit Foot

Traffic Control Foot

Fiber Splicing Item

Splicing prep Item

Fiber Testing Item




10. Equipment

The Conduit needed to protect the fiber will be 2” and will cost -per conduit and will
require for the project. Total cost will b . Handhole Vault to place storage /
splice case / acesses underground fiber cable ru each and will require for a total of
Fiber optic splice enclosure to store, slilice and access fibers in the cable is required of

cases will be used for a total of] . Fiber cables of] count cost a foot for

. Equipment Cabinet to house fiber optic equipment is each and.
are required for a tota]o# -DC Rectifier to power fiber optic equipment are required

for a total of]| ackup batteries for power redundancy are required for a total of
network equipment is required to be able to light up the network. That runs a total
concrete pads will cost Lastly, Electrical service installation will cost a

Description Unit Basis Unit Cost Number of Units | Total Cost
2" HDPE
Conduit Dura-
Handhole - large
30x48x36 Old
Castle ten | H | .
Fiber Splice
Case TYCO 450 Ttem . B [ E—
Fiber Cable 432
Equipment
Coner | ten | D 1 |
DC Rectifier Ttem - I -
Backup Batteries Ttem - I -
Network
Equipment
Nk | e | |1 | .
Concrete Pad Item - I -
Electrical
Service
Installation Item - I -
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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022

[Application for Federal Assistance SF-424)

1. Type of Submission: ~2 Type of Application. | [ Revsion, select appropriate letie (3
[ Fresepicsiod e

n e O]
o] | (]Fevesn

* 3. Date Received 4. Applicant Identifier
[04-05-2023 | [ ]
5a Federal Entity ldentfier 5b. Federal Award Kdentifier:

[ I |
6 Date Received by State: [: I 7. Slale Application Identifier: ]

*a. Legsl Name: |\WWANRack, LLC ]
b. Emy Identification Number (EINTIN]
I g
4550 W. 109th St
Suite 115
Overland Park 1|
Ks —
Kansas |
__|
STATES |
[66211-1305 ]
. Prganizational Unit
I | { i}
¥ Name and contact information of person to be on matters involving this application]

[FistName]  [David |

[%Jgﬁlél
-

[Director of Business Development

[ Teleprone Number] (8554827225 ] L ]
[david soffer@wanrack.com |

W




Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

*9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

ﬁ: For-Profit Organization (Other than Small Business)
Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

1

* Other (specify):

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

[US Department of Commerce (DOC)

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

11.033

CFDA Title:

‘Middle Mile Grant Program J

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:
[NTIAMMG2022
* Title:

Middle Mile Grant Program

13. Competition Identification Number:

Title

14, Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

| ( ;\ddAltadlment_!; a AB e ]

Sl

* 15, Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

WANRack-mm-FL2

Altach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.
[ Add Attachments | [ Cetale Alachimenis | | View Aaerros:




Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

* a. Applicant KS-03 *b. Program/Project |FL-12

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

[ N | e |

17. Proposed Project:

~a Start Date: |07-01-202 *b. End Date: |06-30-2025|

18. Estimated Funding ($):

* a. Federal 2,812,08637
=b. Applicant 2,926,865.1
*c. State 0

"d. Local 0

*e Other 0

*f. Program Income rﬁ

*g TOTAL [5,738,951.17

* 19, Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Prncess?i

D a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on [:]
[®] b. Program is subject to E.Q. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.
[] <. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

I * 20, Is the Applicant Delinguent On Any Federal Debt? (If "Yes," provide explanation in attachment.) I
[Jes =] No

If “Yes", provide explanation and attach

|

r
| Aled Aatach;

21. *By signing this application, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances** and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, or fraudulent ar claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

“ The lisl of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix M. *FirstName: [David |

Middle Name: l ]

* Last Name: Iéoffer _i
* Title: [Director of Business Development |

* Telephone Number: @4&27225 I Fax Number:

* Emall: [david.soffer@wanrack.com

* Signature of Authorized ve: [David Soffer | *Date Signed:  [04-05-2023




Grant Request Number GRN-001553

Funding Program Name Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Grant Program

Funding Request Name WANRack - Middle Mile - GRN-001553

Applying Organization WANRack, LLC
Applicant Name David Soffer

Primary Applicant Type

Identify the primary applicant type:

Single Entity

Primary Entity Type

Type of entity: Primary entity type, (A) a State, political subdivision of a State, Tribal government,
technology company, electric utility, utility cooperative, public utility district, telecommunications
company, telecommunications cooperative, nonprofit foundation, nonprofit corporation, nonprofit
institution, nonprofit association, regional planning council, Native entity, or economic development
authority; or (B) a partnership of two (2) or more entities described in (A).

What is the primary applicant's entity type?

Telecommunications Company

Is parent/owner of applicant a foreign entity?

No

Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.



Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

|
|
|

Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

Managerial Capability



Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles
in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

Managerial Capability

Applicants shall submit to the Assistant Secretary one-page resumes for (a) all key management
personnel and (b) all key personnel of subcontractors or other entities that will play substantial roles



in building, managing, or operating the middle mile network built using Middle Mile Grant (MMG)
Program funding.

Organizational Charts

Each applicant shall submit any necessary organizational chart(s) detailing all of its parent
companies, subsidiaries, and affiliates.

This upload section should also be used for any letters of support from the organizations that will be
involved in the project as a community stakeholder.

Organizational Details

Each applicant must also provide a narrative describing the applicant’s readiness to manage a middle
mile broadband network. This narrative should describe the experience and qualifications of key
management set to undertake this project, the applicant’s experience undertaking projects of similar
size and scope, recent and upcoming organizational changes including mergers and acquisitions,
relevant organizational policies, and ownership information consistent with 47 CFR § 1.2112.

This narrative shall denote who will own the assets at the end of award period. This response is
limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.

Since 2013, WANRack has built, owned and operated over 60 middle mile networks across 23 states.
WANRack's executive management team has more than 200 years of combined experience in the
telecommunications industry with a history of successful completion of large and complex fiber-optic
construction projects for school districts, counties, municipalities, wireless carriers, and private
enterprises. The executive management team has sold and installed over 232 fiber private and open
access networks in 23 states. WANRack is regulated by Public Service Commissions of each state in
which we operate. In Florida, WANRack has built middle miles in Polk and Hernando counties, and we
are currently WAN providers for the school district in Polk and Hernando counties. WANRack has spent
years focusing on connecting anchor institutions and is perfectly positioned to take on this project and
provide an open access network to get all anchor institutions connected and help deliver last mile
providers to the area.



WANRack’s culture and philosophy is built around partnering with local governments and anchor
institutions. The mission with every network that WANRack builds is making sure the community is
involved from beginning to end. One perfect example of the network that mirrors the one proposed, is
one completed a year ago for Taylor County, Wisconsin. The network provides open access, with two
providers currently leasing fibers to provide last mile service, while the community was engaged in the
build from beginning to end. Partnership is integral to the WANRack model and an area that is often
forgotten about.

Form CD-511 (Certification Regarding Lobbying)

The applicant must upload a completed form that certifies that Federal funds have not and will not
be used for lobbying in connection with this request for Federal financial assistance. A fillable Form
CD-511 can be found in the MMG ZIP folder.

0284_001-10-31-2022 08-43-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.pdf, Document (7)-11-16-2022 05-17-
WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.pdf

SAM.gov Registration

Applicants are asked to upload a screenshot of their SAM.gov registration.

Executive Summary

Please describe how the applicant’s proposal will advance the objectives of the MMG Program, as
well as the specific objectives of outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO);

An overview of the proposed route or service area(s), including information regarding rurality and
socio-economic indicators in the area to be served by the proposed project.
This response is limited to 12000 characters as an open field narrative.



WANRack is proposing building an open access middle mile from north of Lakeland, FL going through
Pasco and Zephyrhills/Dade City and then continuing north on Rt 98 into Hernando County. This route
was chosen because of the consistent need for additional connectivity options (currently only Comcast
is a provider and does not reach 20 upload speed across most of the route) along the entire route,
along with a more affordable option for these communities (average terrestrial connection along the
middle mile route is $77.00). The FCC does list Verizon as a fiber provider, but currently does not
provide services outside of business last mile, hence the high cost in residential service.

The total cost of this buildout will be $5,414,104.88. WANRack will be covering 51% of the cost to build
this network. Ultimately WANRack will own and operate the asset. WANRack provided an aggressive
timeline of 18 months to completion, but for application purposes, WANRack will commit to 24
months, which is what WANRack is proud to guarantee. By year five, you begin to see a profit, with the
first two and a half years (using a calendar year accounting system) committed to building the network.
From an economic standpoint, there is no Florida region in greater need of connectivity and
investment than Central Florida. Along the route designed by WANRack for this middle mile, the per
capita income level, is at 77% of the national average. Polk and Hernando counties are above average
in the 24-month unemployment outlook. The counties have seen a total of 18% of the population,
which contributes to the need for additional broadband opportunities. In conversations with local
leaders and the Florida Broadband Office, it is clear the region has been impacted by not being able to
get more providers, which has harmed economic development and other key efforts.

WANRack has already built in Polk and Hernando counties. WANRack built WANs for both school
districts, so WANRack is quite familiar with the environmental and geographical challenges of building
in the region. WANRack specializes in network engineering and planning to make sure our networks
are ready for the future climate challenges facing Florida, specifically on the hurricane front.

WANRack has had intimate discussion with each county as part of this project. Polk County, where
WANRack has provided service to the school district and is still currently their WAN provider. While the
County directed its team to apply for its own project without committing to a provider, they support
our efforts to apply for this grant application. These applications perfectly compliment each other and
the needs for the County. WANRack also met with Hernando County, who just launched a broadband
task force last month. Hernando is supportive of our efforts and what it can yield the community and
has provided a letter of support. Lastly, we also met with Pasco County as well. Pasco is desperately
seeking additional broadband providers, as they are currently stuck with one cable provider and no
additional middle mile providers. Unfortunately to date the letter still has not arrived, but we certainly
encourage the NTIA to reach out to the County, which has announced support of our efforts.

By funding this, you would be perfectly setting up Polk, Pasco and Hernando Counties to expand last
mile service in the near future. This would help get critical infrastructure to areas which are in dire
need of assistance to help push and promote the expansion. While it is WANRack’s goal to ultimately
provide last mile service to all three counties, WANRack as part of this application is committing to
provide wholesale broadband service at reasonable rates on a non-discriminatory basis. WANRack, a
middle mile specialist with middle miles in twenty-three states, specializes in this model and look
forward to adding additional miles of middle mile access in Florida.

Overall, this project is focused on the principles for why IlJA was created and why the middle mile



program was funded.

Level of Need

A description of the level of need in the proposed service area(s), including but not limited to
communities considered unserved and/or underserved in the proposed service area(s), discussion of
the competitive landscape in the area, variations among service areas if there are any, or the general
economic conditions in the proposed funded service area.

This response is limited to 12000 characters as an open field narrative.

The proposed WANRack Pasco/Hernando County Middle Mile Project will provide vital fiber network
infrastructure within Pasco and Hernando Counties in central Florida.

According to U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts, the poverty rate in Pasco and Hernando Counties are
11.6% and 12.0%, respectively. Florida's poverty rate is 13.1%. According to County Health Rankings &
Roadmaps, the percentage of children eligible for free or reduced lunches in Pasco County is 54% and
Hernando County is 53%. The state average is 54% for Florida. Based on U.S. Census Bureau data, the
average median household income in Pasco County is $58,084. Hernando County’s median household
income is $53,301 while the state of Florida's median household income is $61,777. The median
household income in the United States is $69,021 with a poverty rate of approximately 11.6%.

Based on these statistics from the U.S. Census Bureau, the average poverty rate in the project area is
right in line with that of Florida, as well as that of the U.S. However, the median household income is
lower than the averages at both of the state and national levels. Hernando County's median
household income is $53,301, nearly $16,000 lower than the U.S. average. Pasco County's median
household income is $58,084, approximately $11,000 lower than the U.S. and $3,000 lower than
Florida. The percentage of children eligible for free or reduced lunches is in line with that of the state
of Florida.

As is evident from the above statistics, the poverty levels and percentage of children eligible for free
and reduced lunches in the project area are both in line with the state of Florida. However, the median
household income levels are lower than both the state and national levels. In order to promote
economic development and improve opportunities and quality of life for citizens and communities in
these areas, substantial investment is needed to deploy additional middle mile infrastructure. The
higher cost of construction in wet, inner coastal terrain presents unique deployment challenges and
economic pressures. This grant will help WANRack meet these challenges and extend its existing
middle mile infrastructure.

This route was chosen because of the consistent need for additional connectivity options (currently
only Comcast is a provider and does not reach 20 upload speed across most of the route) along the



entire route, along with a more affordable option for these communities (average terrestrial
connection along the middle mile route is $77.00). The FCC form 477 does list Verizon as a fiber
provider, but currently does not provide services outside of business last mile, hence the high cost in
residential service. There are other fiber providers on the route such as UNITI, but none currently offer
any middle mile access, let alone last mile. Most of the area is considered underserved with small
pockets of unserved. The FCC form is incorrect as Verizon does not provide last mile service in
Zephrhills and should not be considered for this application as a provider, as Pasco County officials are
still adamant about getting additional providers to the East side of the county. OOkla testing confirms
that a vast majority of the area is not seeing upload speeds above 20. Between the lack of options and
majority of the area being considered underserved with pockets of unserved, it is critical we provide
more access via an open access middle mile.

Breaking it down, according to the Broadband data by the FCC (Form 477) and reinforced by data, we
found 8,601 passings that are considered unserved or underserved. Broken down even further, it is
3,363 unserved and 5,238 underserved. This does not include areas we would consider in dispute
based on speed testing that shows a significant difference between data on 477 vs what OOKla and
MLAB state.

The WANRack Middle Mile Project encompasses primarily served and underserved areas in rural
Florida as well as small pockets of unserved areas. While a good portion of the middle mile
infrastructure route passes through areas considered as served or underserved by last mile broadband,
based upon current broadband availability maps, the proposed project will provide the ability to
deploy last mile broadband to unserved areas throughout rural central Florida. The infrastructure
proposed by WANRack will allow for more reliable and more affordable services, by providing
redundancy and capacity to area providers at reasonable rates, driving down middle mile costs, and
ultimately end user broadband prices.

Funding for middle mile infrastructure can bring substantial benefits to previously unserved locations,
including improved access to high-speed broadband and increased economic opportunities. The
WANRack Middle Mile Project will enable connections for local ISP’s to ultimately provide area
businesses and residents access to quality broadband services.

Access to high-speed, reliable broadband services will allow residents to benefit from online education,
telemedicine, and remote work opportunities. Funding for this middle mile fiber infrastructure project
plays a crucial role in closing the digital divide and promoting equitable access to the benefits of quality
broadband services for these rural communities.

Please see attached map we emailed NTIA in January for further detail.

State Collaboration Acknowledgement

NTIA strongly encourages prospective non-state applicants to coordinate and consult with the State
Broadband Office or other coordinating body located in the jurisdiction in which the eligible entity



proposes to deploy middle mile infrastructure to ensure that the proposal is consistent with the
state’s broadband plan and priorities. Please confirm collaboration and consultation.

Do you confirm collaboration and consultation with the appropriate organization?

Yes

State and Local Collaboration Narrative

Please provide information on the applicant’s coordination with applicable State, Territory, Tribal,
and local governments, including their awareness of the proposed project and any potential impact
to respective service areas; and

Information regarding the applicant’s involvement and coordination with community organizations
or other relevant partners in the proposed service area.

This response is limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.

WANRack has had intimate discussion with each county as part of this project. The Florida Broadband
Office was supportive of the efforts and was helpful in arranging with some of the meetings, while
WANRack was able to discuss plans with Polk and Hernando, due to a pre-existing relationship. Polk
County, where WANRack has provided service to the school district and is still currently their WAN
provider. While the County directed its team to apply for its own project without committing to a
provider, they support our efforts to apply for this grant application. These applications perfectly
compliment each other and the needs for the County. WANRack also met with Hernando County, who
just launched a broadband task force last month. Hernando is supportive of our efforts and what it can
yield the community and has provided a letter of support. Lastly, we also met with Pasco County as
well. Pasco is desperately seeking additional broadband providers, as they are currently stuck with one
cable provider and no additional middle mile providers. Unfortunately to date the letter still has not
arrived, but we certainly encourage the NTIA to reach out to the County, which has announced support
of our efforts.

Will the project connect middle mile infrastructure to last mile networks that provide or plan to
provide broadband service to households in unserved areas?

No

Is the project connecting non-contiguous trust lands?

No



Do you commit to offering wholesale broadband service at reasonable rates on a carrier-neutral
basis?

Yes

The eligible entity adopts fiscally sustainable middle mile strategies. This strategy should be
described in the Budget Narrative.

Do you attest to this?

Yes

The eligible entity commits to offering non-discriminatory interconnect to terrestrial and wireless
last mile broadband providers and any other party making a bona fide request. This policy will be
described in the Interconnect Policy.

Do you attest to this?

Yes

The eligible entity identifies specific terrestrial and wireless last mile broadband providers that
have(i) expressed written interest in interconnecting with middle mile infrastructure planned to be
deployed by the eligible entity; and ii) demonstrated sustainable business plans or adequate funding
sources with respect to such interconnection. This may be demonstrated in the Level of Need
narrative of the Exec Summary.

Do you attest to this?

No

The eligible entity has identified supplemental investments or in-kind support (such as waived
franchise or permitting fees) that will accelerate the completion of the planned project. Such
acceleration may be described in the Project Timeline narrative.

Do you attest to this?

No

The eligible entity has demonstrated that the middle mile infrastructure will benefit national
security interests of the United States and the Department of Defense. The benefits may be
explained in the Benefitting National Security Interests Narrative.



Do you attest to this?

No
Project
Duration

Number of Years

2

Project Timeline Narrative

The narrative requires the Applicant to describe a project with critical path, including key milestones
for implementation of the project, preparations, and risk factors; and a capital investment schedule
evidencing that the applicant will complete build-out and the initiation of service within five years of
the date on which the entity receives the grant and will meet interim buildout requirements set
forth herein and in any other binding document.

If the project is able to be accelerated with supplemental investments or in-kind support to meet a
statutory purpose, this should be explained.

This response is limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.

WANRack plans to kick the project off in July. Immediately WANRack is focused on gaining access to
the rights of way. This will be done within 45 days. While this is going on, WANRack will be working
internally to do a detailed project review, make sure each footage and map within WANRack's review
is accurate, request any additional quotes that are needed and select a construction contractor. This
process is completed on average between 60-70 days.

Next we have the underground engineering and permitting. We start that process the same time as we
begin our internal kickoff. We expect permitting to take around 6 months to be complete.

Following our engineering and review processes, we make sure our material orders are accurate. We
anticipate receiving our materials by 9/23. The reason we are talking about a two year build, is we feel
this may be the area we need the most wiggle room on, not knowing what additional impacts the
market will have on supplies.

Once materials are received, Construction will begin on 9/23 and last just over 13 months. Finally we
provide a 45 day period to make sure we are satisfied that everything is in order.

Capital investment breakdown is included in the timeline file. For permitting, we anticipate the first six
months to draw down $296,680. The materials order from July to August 2023 will be $1,640,779.00.



Lastly the construction itself will be $3,477,646.00 and run from September 2023 to June of 2025.
WANRack operates by working on areas that permitting is completed, while other areas require
additional permitting attention, hence the long gap.

Project Timeline File

Applicants are asked to upload a timeline which will denote key milestones for implementation of
the project, including but not limited to field survey, network design, equipment/material
procurement, environmental assessment, permitting, construction, network testing, network
activation and completion.

Timeline & Milestone FL - Project Plan (1)-11-01-2022 12-51-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.pdf, Timeline
& Milestone Hernando_ FL - Project P-11-16-2022 05-25-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.pdf

Is an extension being requested?

No

Special Rules for Tribal Governments and Native Entities

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act permits the Assistant Secretary, in consultation with
Tribal governments and Native entities, to waive, or specify alternative requirements, in connection
with most directives governing the MMG Program if the Assistant Secretary finds that waiver or
modification of the requirement is necessary for (a) the effective delivery and administration of
middle mile grants to Tribal governments or (b) the construction, improvement, or acquisition of
middle mile infrastructure on trust land.

Is a waiver or alternative requirements requested?

No

Fair Labor Practices

Applicants must have a demonstrated record of and plans to be in compliance with federal labor and
employment laws as described in I1l.H in the NOFO. This will help ensure that projects are carried out
in accordance with the law, assist NTIA in ensuring that a prospective awardee is capable of carrying
out activities funded by an award in a competent manner in compliance with all applicable federal,
state, and local laws; and promote the effective and efficient completion of high-quality middle mile
broadband infrastructure projects by ensuring a reliable supply of skilled workers and minimizing
disruptive and costly delays.

This response is limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.



WANRack maintains comprehensive corporate policies related to, and has continually operated its
business since formation more than nine years ago in compliance with, all federal labor and
employment laws. These laws include, but are not limited to, those related to wages and hours,
workplace safety and health, employee benefits, unions and their members, worker's compensation
and

employee protection. There have been no instances in the preceding three years where WANRack has
been found to have violated laws such as the Occupational Safety and Health Acts, the Fair Labor
Standards Act, or any other applicable labor and employment laws.

While WANRack's contractors and subcontractors operate independently, all Master Service
Agreements WANRack enters into with its contractors require the contractor to and ensure its
subcontractors comply with all laws applicable to delivery of these services, including federal labor and
employment. WANRack is not aware of any instances in the preceding three years where any of its
contractors or subcontractors has been found to have violated laws such as the Occupational Safety
and

Health Acts, the Fair Labor Standards Act, or any other applicable labor and employment laws.
WANRack

has utilized contracts on a wide variety of middle mile projects similar to the proposed project with no
instances of violations of federal labor and employment laws.

WANRack will advise all of its employees performing work related to the proposed project of the
continual need to comply will all applicable federal labor and employments laws. In addition, WANRack
will ensure all contracts engaged to provide services related to the proposed project will comply with,
and ensure all of its subcontractors comply with, all applicable federal labor and employment laws.
WANRack is committed to strong labor standards and protections for the project workforce (including
contractors and subcontractors), which include:

» Using a directly employed workforce supplement by a subcontracted workforce;

» Paying prevailing wages and benefits to workers, including compliance with Davis Bacon and

Service Contract Act requirements, where applicable, and collecting the required certified

payrolls;

* Using project labor agreements for any union labor engaged by WANRack's contractors or
subcontractors (i.e., pre-hire collective bargaining agreements between unions and contractors

that govern terms and conditions of employment for all workers on a construction project);

» Use of local hire provisions;

e Commitments to union neutrality;

» Use of labor peace agreements;

¢ Use of an appropriately skilled workforce (e.g., through Registered Apprenticeships or other

joint labor-management training programs that serve all workers, particularly those
underrepresented or historically excluded);

* Use of an appropriately credentialed workforce (i.e., satisfying requirements for appropriate and
relevant pre-existing occupational training, certification, and licensure); and

o Taking steps to prevent the misclassification of workers.



WANRack, LLC has utilized 3rd-party contractors on fiber construction projects. These contractors
have established safety programs they follow to ensure health & well-being of their construction staff.
Monthly safety training sessions typically conducted by these contractors, in compliance with OSHA
standards, include a wide range of specific areas from best practices regarding hazardous waste, work
zone safety, and fall protection in construction zones. These monthly training sessions can also be
specifically tailored towards an upcoming project, such as the proposed middle mile construction
project. WANRack will contractually require all contractors & subcontracted entities to maintain safety
training records and certifications, & it reserves the right to perform periodic checks to ensure
compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local labor certifications.

In the coming months, WANRack anticipates addition of a workplace safety manager & an internal
safety program as part of a planned corporate expansion. WANRack's expected goal of the safety
program is to ensure its employees are properly trained in workplace safety techniques & reinforce
those safety rules at appropriate time intervals.

In addition to its internal safety program, WANRack will ensure that a workplace safety committee is
active & authorized to raise health & safety concerns associated with proposed project. This
committee will be accessible to employees of WANRack, the Contractor(s), & Subcontractor(s), & will
have the authority to make recommendations to WANRack’s management team regarding corrective
actions pertaining to any health & safety concerns associated with the proposed NTIA MMG project.
WANRack will reserve the right to require the removal of the Contractor, Subcontractor(s), or
employees thereof, based on contractual violations, construction quality issues, safety concerns,
noncompliance of the fair labor practices clause, or cause. In the event of any removal, the individual
entities and/or individual personnel will be replaced within a reasonable timeframe so as not to affect
the project timeframe or compliance with applicable local, state, and federal labor and employment
laws. This helps to ensure that any issues that may arise concerning the skill or competency of the
Contractor(s) or the individual personnel employed by the Contractor(s) can be swiftly and adequately
addressed.

WANRack intends to work with local technical colleges, as well as established staffing agencies, to fill
its respective workforce needs.

WANRack offers an internship program that allows individuals an opportunity to develop & learn skills
necessary for careers in the telecommunications industry or other similar IT and construction
companies

WANRack has also developed its own internal training program, working alongside external vendors, to
reinvest in its own workforce by keeping it current with industry standards

Officer Certification

In order for NTIA to evaluate an applicant’s demonstrated record of and plans to be in compliance
with federal labor and employment laws, each applicant must provide examples of items described
in lllLH in the NOFO. Applicants are asked to upload a Certification from an Officer/Director-level
employee (or equivalent) of the applicant evidencing consistent past compliance with federal labor
and employment laws by the applicant, as well as contractors and subcontractors.



NTIA Grant Application - Officer's Certificat-11-01-2022 12-54-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.docx. pdf

Highly Skilled Workforce

To ensure that applicants have the technical and operational capacity to carry out the project,
applicants must submit a plan for ensuring that the project workforce will be an appropriately skilled
and credentialed workforce (including by the applicant and each of its contractors and
subcontractors). The plan for a highly skilled workforce should include the information described in
1.1 in the NOFO.

This response is limited to 6
000 characters as an open field narrative.

WANRack will be using direct and subcontracted workforce for this project. WANRack intends to use
union and nonunion subcontracted labor for this project. Both union and nonunion subcontracted
labor will be required to maintain equal standards for wages, safety training records and certifications.
All direct and subcontracted Labor will use state Prevailing Wage Standards. competent skilled and
unskilled workers will be given a healthy workplace by Following all OSHA standards and training.
WANRack requires all contractors to maintain safety training records and certifications that are
required for the job tasks (e.g., OSHA 10, OSHA 30, confined space, traffic control, lockout tagout) and
other training as relevant depending on title and work being performed. WANRack does periodic
checks to ensure all subcontracted labor is up to date on their certifications.

Advancing Workforce Development

A skilled workforce is critical to meeting infrastructure buildout timelines under the Infrastructure
Act and connecting households across the country to reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband. A
well-trained workforce will also allow for the safe deployment of sustainable networks. To meet the
workforce needs of the MMG Program, applicants must make appropriate investments to develop a
skilled, diverse workforce. Each applicant must provide as part of its application examples of items
described in Ill.J in the NOFO.

This response is limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.



It is WANRack, LLC's policy and practice to accurately compensate employees and to do so in
compliance with all applicable state and federal laws. To ensure proper payment and that no
improper deductions are made, employees must review pay stubs promptly to identify and report all
errors. WANRack utilizes market data and analysis based on company job descriptions to ensure at
least a 70% match comparison to other roles across the country.

Annual compliance is reviewed annually by the project management team. Reports are run
intermittently to automate when certificates, permits, or licenses are to expire. Renewed COls are
provided to all contractors electronically and by mail, no later than September 20th for all annual
renewals.

WANRack adheres to all state and federal prevailing wage requirements. Subcontractors are sourced
nationally and locally who adhere to all local and state procedures. For any public works project, where
federal funding has been received, all contractors will be required to pay the higher of the state or
federal wage rates, as stated in the construction contract.

B:

WANRack partners with external vendors to recruit, train, and develop associates in a variety of areas.
Specifically, safety training is available monthly for OSHA compliance standards & reporting, such as
hazardous waste, work zone safety, and fall protection for construction. Associates have a variety of
over 1,000 different courses of training that they can enroll in at any time and if a specific need is
identified, a larger team training will be provided.

WANRack is committed to diversifying its workforce by a multitude of factors including but not limited
to; having at least one diverse candidate for every open role is interviewed, conducting diversity
training annually, and removing gender biases from job descriptions & postings. With the ongoing
evolution of work practices and environment, it is our intent to continue the pursuit of strengthening
diversity, inclusion, and belonging across all associates.

WANRack also strongly believes in the need to further develop our workforce and make sure that as
broadband dollars continue to be disbursed, it is critical that all providers be good stewards and
develop time and efforts to workforce development in this critical field. Currently we work with
multiple Governor's offices including Ohio, which is truly a leader in this field and Kansas in supporting
programs to help get our younger workforce trained earlier and out in the field. WANRack also works
to train our workers whether it be more GIS training, critical OSHA training, RCDD (BICSI), basic Fiber
Optics Primer for those with less experience, Engineer based conferences and seminars to hear what
others are revolutionizing within the industry, among others. WANRack is doing everything it can to be
a leader in this field and will continue to make the appropriate investments to not only make sure our
own workforce remains up to date, but also help bring others into the industry.

Climate Resiliency

Please demonstrate that the applicant has sufficiently accounted for current and future weather-
and climate-related risks to new MMG Program infrastructure projects. In particular, each applicant



should clearly demonstrate how it is conducting the items listed in 1Il.K in the NOFO.

This response is limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.

The overall length of this project is approximately 237,000 feet, or 44.8 miles. The preliminary routing
of this project is within three Florida Counties which are: Hernando, Pasco, and Polk. The majority of
the routes will be in FDOT roadways, but there will also be some sections that will fall within County
roads with the potential of occasional city roads utilized based on the final routing of the project.

From a permitting perspective, all municipal permitting entities are typically easy to work. However,
there may be some sensitive forest, waterway, and environmental areas within the project. Below is a
breakdown of these areas.

Hernando County

The portion of this project within Hernando County is approximately 54,430 feet, or 10.31 miles.
Within

this portion of the project there are two major waterway crossings which will require environmental
permitting to governmental entities if underground utility placement is considered. There are no cities
located within this portion of the project, but rather some areas that appear to be unincorporated.
Withlacoochee River crossing (SR50/US98) - This waterway crossing will require Army Corps of
Engineers and Florida Department of Environmental Permitting. It is also possible that survey will be
required to determine the mean high-water mark, property ownership, and easement requirements
for

crossing the waterway. Below are a couple of images for review.

Withlacoochee River crossing (SR35/US301) - This waterway crossing will require Army Corps of
Engineers and Florida Department of Environmental Permitting. Below are a couple of images for
review.

Pasco County

The portion of this project within Pasco County is approximately 121,085 feet, or 22.93 miles. Within
this portion of the project there are two major waterway crossings which will require environmental
permitting to governmental entities if underground utility placement is considered. The City of Dade
City and The City of Zephyrhills are encountered within this portion of the project. The primary routing
of the project will be in FDOT corridors but utilizing city or county roads is anticipated.

Waterway (Unknown Branch)

This waterway crossing will require Army Corps of Engineers and Florida Department of Environmental
Permitting. It is also possible that survey will be required to determine the mean high-water mark,
property ownership, and easement requirements for crossing the waterway. Below are a couple of



images for review.

Polk County

The portion of this project within Polk County is approximately 61,439 feet, or 11.64 miles. Within this
portion of the project there are several minor waterway crossings which may require Florida
Department of Environmental Permitting. It is not expected that these locations will require any survey
or Army Corps of Engineers permitting. There are no cities located within this portion of the project,
but

rather some areas that appear to be unincorporated.

No details were provided for the minor waterway crossings within this portion of the project.

WANRack also takes into account climate change with respect to heat changes and rising water levels
that are expected to occur over the course of time. With respect to water levels, WANRack already
builds in the State of Florida and is experts at making sure there will be coverage in the result of
flooding or other swamp related challenges across the State. WANRack mainly focuses on underground
building in Florida. This is due to challenges that hurricanes bring. If some part can't be done
underground, we work to put forward as minimal a tower design as necessary with extra protection for
wind resistance and other typical hurricane related weather. WANRack is also experienced building in
desert like temperatures in Arizona and other climates that require our builds to account for extreme
heat. This would be no different in Florida where extreme heat already can occur and will only get
worse over the next twenty years. WANRack would be building for the worst case scenario in advance
of these challenges and look to monitor it annually, but given the detailed planning we take into
account, we do not foresee a situation where WANRack equipment would not be able to handle
extreme climate that Florida is projected to face over the next 20-25 years.

Additionally, these impacts on the climate are likely to result in increasingly more and severe flooding,
hurricanes and severe weather patterns (Kunkel et al 2022) in a region that already has a high flood risk
Per FEMA's index (National Risk Index 2021).

Hurricanes are expected to continue to worsen in the coming years due to atmospheric warming which
will result in a greater number of category four and five storms making landfall in Florida (NOAA Storm
Event Database, 2022).

WANRack will utilize an existing data center in Lakeland, which already has adequate battery backup
and generators to support the network equipment in the event of a power outage. In addition,
WANRack intends to deploy battery backup systems and standby generators at hut or cabinet sites that
will be deployed as a result of this project.

Generally, during the construction process there are daily and weekly communications among
contractors, construction crews, engineering staff, and clients to ensure that the cable is placed
correctly and with the most efficient method. Real-time data is also collected in the field by inspectors.



Fiber optic cables that are placed are water and weather resistant.

Civil Rights and Nondiscrimination Law Compliance

Prior to distributing any MMG Program funding to a prospective awardee, NTIA will require the
prospective awardee to agree, by contract or other binding commitment, to abide by the non-
discrimination requirements set forth in lll.J in the NOFO.

Do you agree to abide by the non-discrimination requirements?

Yes

Certification of Technical Capability

Each applicant must supply a certification attesting that it is technically qualified to complete and
operate the proposed project.

NTIA Grant Application - Officer's Certificat-11-01-2022 12-57-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.docx. pdf

Interconnect Policy

The Applicant must describe in detail the nondiscrimination, interconnection, and network
management practices that would be adopted for the project facilities. The Applicant should
describe how it will comply with nondiscrimination and interconnection obligations, particularly
with connectivity to the public Internet and physical interconnection for the exchange of traffic. In
addition to describing network management practices, the Applicant should disclose any practices in
place to block access to illegal or harmful content.

This response is limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.

Non-discrimination & Interconnection Policy

WANRack maintains an open network policy and does not differentiate among applications that travel
across its Internet network. WANRack offers interconnection on a non-discriminatory basis to carriers
and access providers in sound financial condition and in good standing with federal, state and local
regulatory agencies. Master Service agreements are required of all carriers who interconnect with
WANRack whether through private line circuits, dark fiber, Ethernet services, or Dedicated Internet
Access.

The policy includes information informing customers that we will not favor any lawful Internet
applications and content over others; will display network management policies in a prominent
location on the service provider’s web page and provide notice to customers of changes to these
policies. For broadband and DIA services, WANRack will connect to the public Internet directly or
indirectly, such that the project is not an entirely private closed network; and offer interconnection,



where technically feasible, without exceeding current or reasonably anticipated capacity limitations, on
reasonable rates and terms to be negotiated with requesting parties. Exceptions to this policy apply to
the needs of law enforcement and reasonable network management.

Network Management Policy

WANRack employs reasonable network management policies to provide acceptable service levels to all
customers and has measures in place to address service attacks, illegal content, and other harmful
activities to protect its network integrity and reliability.

Technical Overview
Please describe targeted last mile service objectives, including last mile service provider letters of
commitment, agreements, or contracts; and a description of the proposed service offerings,

including the pricing of the services to be offered over the proposed facility.

This response is limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.

Competitive Landscape

The Applicant should describe existing middle mile offerings in the area, if any, including competitor
data if applicable. This should include a description of the proposed service offerings, including the
pricing and technology of the services to be offered over the proposed facility. Where possible,
Applicant’s project should be able to demonstrate a decline in middle mile costs that are likely to
flow through to consumer broadband prices.

This response is limited to 6000 characters as an open field narrative.



This route was chosen because of the consistent need for additional connectivity options (currently
only Comcast is a provider and does not reach 20 upload speed across most of the route) along the
entire route, along with a more affordable option for these communities (average terrestrial
connection along the middle mile route is $77.00). The FCC does list Verizon as a fiber provider, but
currently does not provide services outside of business last mile, hence the high cost in residential
service.

Applicants are encouraged to upload supplemental documentation.

Copy of NTIA MM-11-01-2022 12-59-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.pptx

Type of technology to be used in proposal:

Fiber Optic Technology

Each applicant of an award to build middle mile infrastructure using fiber optic technology shall
certify that the proposed project, upon completion, will include direct interconnection facilities that
will facilitate the provision of lit broadband service, at speeds not less than 1 Gigabit per second for
downloads and 1 Gigabit per second for uploads to anchor institutions located within 1,000 feet of
the middle mile infrastructure, as detailed in the Template CAl below.

Do you agree to certify to the above?

Yes

Upload Template CAl. Required for Fiber Optic Technology, optional for Wireless or Other.

MMG Community Anchor Institution Draft -11-01-2022 01-01-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.xlsx

An eligible entity applying for a middle mile grant may seek, and the Assistant Secretary may grant, a
waiver of the requirements set out in the previous paragraph, in full or in part, to the extent the
eligible entity demonstrates that the requirement is not technically or economically feasible.

Do you plan to apply for a waiver? If yes, please attach the waiver application in the Application
Workspace, the Application Information section, Required Documents under Required Document
Question 4 "Additional Waiver Upload".

No

Network Route Maps

Applicants should provide a physical network map that includes the following (if applicable):



The Project Area and those unserved and underserved areas which it will enable.

Applicant's pre-existing service area that demonstrates current service levels.

The physical path of the network's transmission medium (e.g., backbone and lateral cable routes,
microwave links), transmission type, technology, operating bandwidth, capacity (e.g., dark vs. lit
strand count), and cable placement (e.g., aerial, burial) should be displayed.

Points of interconnection (purely passive and non-environmentally controlled nodes, e.g., splice
points are optional):Provider Facilities

Collocation Facilities

Private Interconnection Points with partnering service provider/private network

Wireless towers and associated coverage areas.

Anchor institutions within 1,000 feet, if desired.

Additionally, the maps should delineate between network and facilities that are:Part of the
Applicant's/key partners' existing network;

Proposed as part of this project;

Leased from a third party;

Utilized under some alternative arrangement; or

Relevant to interconnection with either Last Mile or Middle Mile service providers.

PLEASE NOTE: Only ESRI Shapefiles will be accepted and uploaded.

Routes-line-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.cpg, Access_Points-point-11-01-2022 01-03-
WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.shp, Access_Points-point-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-
001553.prj, Access_Points-point-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.dbf, Access_Points-
point-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.cpg, Routes-line-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC
-GRN-001553.shx, Routes-line-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.dbf, Routes-line-11-01-
2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.shp, Routes-line-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-
001553.prj, Access_Points-point-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.shx

Data Submission Specification

There is a template “Upload Template Data Submission Specification” which shall be uploaded.
Applicants must complete the table with information for all interconnection points proposed for the
network. This table has three required fields: Point Name, Latitude and Longitude. This should
accommodate all of the points of interconnection (passive, non-environmentally controlled points of
interconnection, e.g., splice points, may be excluded), collocation facilities, central offices, head
ends, and other centralized facilities, network access points to Last Mile service providers, Internet
peering points, and towers.



NTIA__Hernando_Market-11-01-2022 01-03-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.xlsx, NTIA_ Hernando
Market_ zip folder-11-16-2022 05-31-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.zip

Network Diagram

The Applicant must provide a high-level network diagram to be uploaded for the project that is a
representation of the network, capacities, and facilities. The diagram must clearly denote which of
the network elements already exist. The diagram should show:

The links between the network nodes. The types of facilities used in connecting the network
elements (fiber, wireless microwave, etc.).

The points of interconnection and collocation facilities, including Internet peering points, access to
local exchange carriers, central offices, or cable head ends.

The proposed aggregation node facilities that will provide the egress point(s) from the broadband
backbone to the networks of the selected service provider(s), named Last Mile service providers, and
the selected named Internet Service Provider(s) in the new infrastructure.

The Applicant should show which technologies are used and include bandwidth capacity constraints.

Environmental Narrative

Any project-related activity that may adversely affect the environment must not be undertaken prior
to the completion of the environmental review process prescribed by NTIA. Doing so may jeopardize
consideration of the application.

All Applicants for MMG projects must comply with the National Environmental Policy Act, the
National Historic Preservation Act, and the Endangered Species Act, and other applicable
environmental regulations.

Please provide a service-area environmental description that describes the physical project area and
its surroundings (e.g., disturbed or developed land vs. open space; adjacent natural resources, such
as rivers, wetlands, or forestlands; and any protected lands or resources in or near the project area),
including site photographs and aerial photographs (e.g., Google Earth or Google Maps images), if the
project includes construction and/or ground disturbing activities.



This response is limited to 12000 characters as an open field narrative with image files to be
uploaded.

The overall length of this project is approximately 237,000 feet, or 44.8 miles. The preliminary routing
of this project is within three Florida Counties which are: Hernando, Pasco, and Polk. The majority of
the routes will be in FDOT roadways, but there will also be some sections that will fall within County
roads with the potential of occasional city roads utilized based on the final routing of the project.

From a permitting perspective, all municipal permitting entities are typically easy to work. However,
there may be some sensitive forest, waterway, and environmental areas within the project. Below is a
breakdown of these areas.

Hernando County

The portion of this project within Hernando County is approximately 54,430 feet, or 10.31 miles.
Within

this portion of the project there are two major waterway crossings which will require environmental
permitting to governmental entities if underground utility placement is considered. There are no cities
located within this portion of the project, but rather some areas that appear to be unincorporated.
Withlacoochee River crossing (SR50/US98) - This waterway crossing will require Army Corps of
Engineers and Florida Department of Environmental Permitting. It is also possible that survey will be
required to determine the mean high-water mark, property ownership, and easement requirements
for

crossing the waterway. Below are a couple of images for review.

Withlacoochee River crossing (SR35/US301) - This waterway crossing will require Army Corps of
Engineers and Florida Department of Environmental Permitting. Below are a couple of images for
review.

Pasco County

The portion of this project within Pasco County is approximately 121,085 feet, or 22.93 miles. Within
this portion of the project there are two major waterway crossings which will require environmental
permitting to governmental entities if underground utility placement is considered. The City of Dade
City and The City of Zephyrhills are encountered within this portion of the project. The primary routing
of the project will be in FDOT corridors but utilizing city or county roads is anticipated.

Waterway (Unknown Branch)

This waterway crossing will require Army Corps of Engineers and Florida Department of Environmental
Permitting. It is also possible that survey will be required to determine the mean high-water mark,
property ownership, and easement requirements for crossing the waterway. Below are a couple of
images for review.

Polk County
The portion of this project within Polk County is approximately 61,439 feet, or 11.64 miles. Within this



portion of the project there are several minor waterway crossings which may require Florida
Department of Environmental Permitting. It is not expected that these locations will require any survey
or Army Corps of Engineers permitting. There are no cities located within this portion of the project,
but

rather some areas that appear to be unincorporated.

No details were provided for the minor waterway crossings within this portion of the project.

Upload Map Images:

Florida NTIA-11-01-2022 01-05-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.docx

Template Table of Funded Partners and Unfunded Collaborators

List all funded and unfunded project collaborators, including partners, subrecipients, match
providers, major contractors/supplies, details on role/scope of work for project. A fillable Template
of Funded Partners and Unfunded Collaborators can be found in found in the MMG ZIP folder.

Template Table of Funded Part-10-31-2022 09-0-11-01-2022 09-47-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553. and
Unfunded Collaborators Polk Pasco Hernando.xlsx, Template Table of Funded Part-GRN-001553 4-5--04
-05-2023 12-51-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.xlsx

Certificate of Operational Capability

Each applicant must supply a certification from an officer-level employee (or individual of
comparable rank) attesting to the applicant’s operational capability to complete and operate the
proposed project.

If the applicant has provided a voice and/or broadband internet access service, it must supply a
certification from an officer-level employee (or individual of comparable rank) attesting that it has
filed FCC Form 477s and the Broadband DATA Act submission, if applicable, to the extent required
during this time period and otherwise complied with the Commission’s rules and regulations.
Alternatively, the applicant must explain any pending or completed enforcement action, civil
litigation, or other matter in which it was alleged to have failed to comply with Commission rules or
regulations.

If the applicant has operated only an electric transmission or distribution service, it must submit
qualified operating or financial reports that it has filed with the relevant financial institution for the
relevant time period along with a certification that the submission is a true and accurate copy of the
reports that were provided to the relevant financial institution.

If applicable, the applicant must submit a certification from an officer-level employee (or individual



of comparable rank) that is has operated a middle mile broadband network for at least two years or
that it is a wholly owned subsidiary of such an entity and must specify the number of years the
applicant or its parent company has been operating.

NTIA Grant Application - Officer's Certificat-10-31-2022 09-08-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.docx. pdf

Certification of Financial Capability

Each applicant must supply a certification from an officer-level employee (or individual of
comparable rank) attesting that it is financially qualified to meet the obligations associated with a
project, that they will have available funds for all project costs that exceed the amount of the grant,
and that they will comply with all MMG Program requirements, including service milestones.

NTIA Grant Application - Officer's Certificat-10-31-2022 09-09-WANRack, LLC-GRN-001553.docx. pdf

Letter of Credit

During the application process, each applicant must submit a letter from a bank meeting eligibility
requirements consistent with those set forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.804(c)(2) committing to issue an
irrevocable stand-by letter of credit, in the required form, to the applicant. The letter shall at a
minimum provide the dollar amount of credit offered and the issuing bank’s agreement to follow the
terms and conditions of NTIA’s model letter of credit. NTIA shall publish on its website a model letter
of credit substantially similar to the model letter of credit established by the Federal
Communications Commission in connection with the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF - Rural
Digital Opportunity Fund Order, 35 FCC Red at 773-77, Appx. C.).

NTIA will ensure, prior to issuing a middle mile grant award, that each eligible entity obtains an
acceptable, irrevocable standby letter of credit in a value of no less than 25 percent of the award
amount.

Each eligible entity shall provide with its letter of credit an opinion letter from its legal counsel
clearly stating, subject only to customary assumptions, limitations, and qualifications, thatin a
proceeding under Title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. (the “Bankruptcy Code”),
the bankruptcy court would not treat the letter of credit or proceeds of the letter of credit as
property of the winning bidder's bankruptcy estate under Section 541 of the Bankruptcy Code.

Audited Financial Statement (Previous 3 Years)

Each applicant shall submit financial statements from the most recent fiscal year that are audited by
an independent certified public accountant. If the applicant is not audited in the ordinary course of



business, in lieu of submitting audited financial statements it must submit unaudited financial
statements from the three prior fiscal years and certify that it will provide financial statements from
the three prior fiscal years that are audited by an independent certified public accountant by an NTIA
specified deadline.

*You must provide 3 years of audited financial statements.

Historical Financial Statements (Previous 3 Years)

Each applicant shall submit financial statements from the three prior fiscal years that are audited by
an independent certified public accountant. If the applicant is not audited in the ordinary course of
business, in lieu of submitting audited financial statements it must submit unaudited financial
statements from the three prior fiscal years and certify that it will provide financial statements from
the three prior fiscal years that are audited by an independent certified public accountant by an NTIA
specified deadline.

*You must provide 3 years of historical financial statements.
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Budget Narrative

Applicants will create and submit a budget narrative that adequately describes all proposed
activities and costs for their grant-funded project. Applicants must complete the file template, fill in
all required information, and upload the file

. The file must be uploaded as a Word file, and not converted to a PDF. You can find additional
guidance in the MMG Application Guidance.
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Template Detailed Budget Justification

The Detailed Budget Justification spreadsheet must reflect the cost categories that appear on the SF-
424 and SF-424C and include itemized calculations for each cost placed under those categories. A



fillable Template Detailed Budget Justification can be found in found in the MMG ZIP folder.

Any other funding provided for this project?

No

Template Pro Forma

Pro forma financial projection and analysis related to the project’s sustainability, inclusive of
subscriber (e.g., last mile network connections, other wholesale services), across an eight-year
forecast period. A fillable Template Pro Forms can be found in the MMG ZIP folder.





