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US Department of Commerce  
Na tional Telecommunications and Information Administration  
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Washington , D.C. 20230  
USA 9  September  202 4  

Comments on Proposed BEAD Alternative Broadband Technology Guidance   

Dear Sir or Madam , 

We believe that a fiber optic broadband network constructed on messenger strand should be the top 
priority for BEAD funding, as it offers the most reliable, durable, and scalable infrastructure for 
broadband deployment, with low long -term maintenance costs and easy network expansion. We 
support the inclusion of Unlicensed Fixed -Point  Wireless (ULFW) in the Proposed BEAD Alternative 
Broadband Technology Guidance  as a critical and cost -effective solution for underserved, low -density 
areas where fiber may not be feasible. In contrast, we do not view Low Ear th Orbit (LEO) satellites as 
durable infrastructure and believe they should not be funded through the BEAD program due to their 
limitations in capacity, latency, and lack of permanent, physical infrastructure.  

At Bekaert, we have extensive experience in providing high -quality, durable infrastructure for fiber 
broadband deployment through our messenger strand products. Messenger strand with lashing is one 
of the most cost -effective installation methods in the ind ustry, enabling broad deployment of fiber 
networks at an affordable price while maintaining high quality and longevity. Our products are widely 
used across the United States and are proven to be both versatile and durable, offering significant cost 
savings  over time.  

Bekaert messenger strand is not only a robust solution for fiber networks but is also fully compatible 
with alternative broadband technologies, including Fixed -Point Wireless. This compatibility is crucial for 
deploying broadband infrastructure in underserved regions where traditional methods may not be 
economically feasible. Additionally, our strand construction allows for easy upgrades, enabling utilities 
to ex pand network capacity without the need for significant new infrastructure investments. This deep  
expertise in deploying long -lasting, cost -effective broadband infrastructure reinforces our belief that 
Fixed Point Wireless should be prioritized for BEAD funding as a true infrastructure solution.  

Fixed Point Wireless  technology is an essential tool for delivering reliable broadband to rural and 
underserved communities. Its physical infrastructure  including  towers, antennas, and relay stations  
provides durable and scalable connectivity that meets the long -term needs of these areas. ULFW ’s 
ability to support higher speeds, low latency, and future upgrades makes it a vital component of 
broadband infrastructure, fully aligned with the BEAD program’s goals.  
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In  co n t ra s t , LEO s a t e llit e  s ys t e m s  d o  no t  c re a t e  la s t in g , p h ys ic a l in fra s t ru c t ure  o n  t h e  g ro u n d . LEO 
s a t e llit e s  re ly o n  a  n e t w o rk o f o rb it in g  s a t e llit e s  w ith  lim it e d  life s p a n s  a n d  h ig h  m a in t e n a n c e  c o s t s , 
w it h o ut  b u ild in g  a n y lo n g -t e rm  in fra s t ru c t u re  in  t h e  co m m u n it ie s  t h e y s e rve . LEO s a t e llit e  n e t w o rks  
a ls o  fa c e  s ig n ific a n t  c h a lle n g e s  in  t e rm s  o f c a p a c it y, la t e n c y, a n d  s c a la b ilit y, m a kin g  t h e m  le s s  re lia b le  
fo r  s us t a in a b le  b ro a d b a n d  d e ve lo p m e n t  c o m p a re d  to  Fixe d -P o in t  Wire le s s . 

Be ka e rt  s t ra n d  p rod u c t s  a re  p ro ud ly m a n u fa c tu re d  in  t h e  USA a t  o u r fa c ilit y in  Va n  Bu re n , Arka n s a s , 
u s in g  10 0 % US-m a d e  s t e e l. Ou r p ro d u c t s  co m p ly w it h  t h e  Bu ild  Am e ric a , Bu y Am e ric a  (BABA) 
re q u ire m e n t s , e n s u rin g  t h a t  in ve s t m e n t s  m a d e  t h ro ug h  BEAD n o t  o n ly s up p o rt  c rit ic a l b ro a d b a n d  
in fra s t ru c tu re  b u t  a ls o  Am e ric a n  m a n u fa c t u rin g  a n d  jo b s . 

In  co n c lu s io n , w it h  o u r d e e p  e xp e rt is e  in  b ro a d b a n d  in fra s t ru c t ure , w e  a re  c o n fid e n t  t h a t  Fixe d  P o in t  
Wire le s s , c o m b in e d  w it h  Be ka e rt ’s  m e s s e n g e r s t ra n d , o ffe rs  a n  u n m a t c h e d  c o m b in a t io n  o f 
a ffo rd a b ilit y, d u ra b ilit y, ve rs a t ilit y, a n d  s c a la b ilit y. Th e s e  t e c hn o lo g ie s  a re  e s p e c ia lly w e ll-s u it e d  fo r 
e xp a n d in g  b ro a d b a n d  n e tw o rks  in  u n d e rs e rve d  a re a s  a n d  a lig n  w it h  t h e  g o a ls  o f t h e  BEAD p ro g ra m  to  
b u ild  la s t in g , re lia b le  in fra s t ru c t u re . We  s t ro n g ly b e lie ve  t h a t  LEO s a t e llit e s , g ive n  t h e ir  in h e re n t  
lim it a t io n s , s hou ld  n o t  b e  co n s id e re d  t ru e  in fra s t ru c t ure  a n d  s ho u ld  n o t  b e  fu n d e d  t h ro u g h  BEAD. 

Th a n k yo u  fo r c o n s id e rin g  o u r co m m e n t s . We  w ou ld  b e  p le a s e d  to  p ro vid e  a n y a d d it io n a l in fo rm a t io n  or 
d is c u s s  h o w  Be ka e rt  c a n  he lp  a c h ie ve  yo u r p o lic y o b je c t ive s  in  a  c os t -e ffe c t ive  a n d  fu tu re -p roo f 
m a n n e r, p a rt ic u la rly in  u nd e rs e rve d  a re a s . 

S in c e re ly, 

 

Cu rra n  Le h r 

Bu s in e s s  De ve lo p m e n t  Ma n a g e r, En e rg y a n d  Ut ilit ie s  

Be ka e rt  




