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FirstNet exists to serve first 
responders and the public safety 
community with dedicated, highly 
reliable, nationwide wireless data 
services, applications and user 
devices, at the lowest possible 
costs. 

FIRSTNET PURPOSE 
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WHAT IS FIRSTNET? 

This platform will facilitate communication for public safety 
users during emergencies and on the job every day.  
 

FirstNet will be the first high-speed, broadband data network 
dedicated to public safety.  
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   FirstNet will be a bigger, more reliable, resilient and secure wireless     
“pipe”.  
 

Public Safety-Grade 
• Reliable 
• Hardened 
• Redundant 
• Secure 

Public Safety Applications 
• 4G data for video & web 
• Existing and new applications   
• Voice – evolving  from cellular 

quality to mission-critical  

WHAT IS FIRSTNET? 

Public Safety Effectiveness 
• Dynamic Priority Access 

• Force Multiplier 
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FIRSTNET ASSETS AND CAPABILITIES 

Congressional 
mandate to establish 
a nationwide public 

safety network 

2x10 MHz of 
nationwide 

spectrum (700 
MHz, Band 14) 

 
 

$2B of current 
funding; potential 
for $5B additional 

funding from 
auction proceeds 

 
 

An experienced Board 
and Management 
Team motivated to 
bring FirstNet into 

service 

Substantial industry 
collaboration around 
user requirements, 
interoperability and 

technology 

 Spectrum  
 Funding  

 Leadership   

 Support    The Law   
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Local Career Fire 

Local Volunteer 
Fire 

Federal EMS 

Emergency Mgmt 

Local EMS 

State Career 
Fire 

State Law 
Enforcement 

Local Law 
Enforcement 

Federal Law 
Enforcement 

Today, there are as many as 20,000 LMR 
networks for public safety 

FIRSTNET BROADBAND OPPORTUNITY 

FirstNet will Deliver  
 
 
FirstNet will deliver 
a single nationwide LTE 
broadband network 
that will be able to 
leverage data, 
applications for first 
responders  
with smartphones and 
specialized devices. 
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 Streaming video / surveillance 
 Large file transfer / download 
 License plate reader 
 Situational awareness 
 Field fingerprinting 
 Field reporting 
 GIS/Mapping tools 
 Database queries 

  LEVERAGE NATIONWIDE 4G-LTE BROADBAND 

FirstNet will provide fast access to applications which can be shared  
broadly or on a limited, credentialed basis.  Examples include: 
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BENEFITS OF FIRSTNET BROADBAND NETWORK 

 
• Priority access and local control 
• Enables more coordinated emergency response 
• Improved situational awareness across the entire incident team 
• Coverage based on geography, not just population 
• Coverage solutions for rural and wilderness areas 
• Capacity tailored to expected traffic loads and special event spikes 
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    FIRSTNET IMPACT 

Diagram content courtesy of the Department of Defense, TelemedicDiagram content courtesy of the Department of Defense, Telemedicine & Advanced Technology Research Centerine & Advanced Technology Research Center

Wireless Patient MonitoringWireless Patient Monitoring

Electronic Health RecordElectronic Health Record

Speech RecognitionSpeech Recognition
InputInput

Portable PSCD Type 
Platform

In time, a nationwide network and new applications like 
telemedicine will change the way public safety operates.  
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FirstNet Progress  
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June 2013 August 2013 April 2013 

Key Milestone Update 

FirstNet  
Names  
General  
Manager 
  

Deputy GM,  
CFO, and  
Government  
Affairs Director 
Hired 

Ten Technical  
RFIs Developed 
and Released  
July 10, 2013 

55 State and 
Territory  
Regional 
Consultation 
Workshops 
Completed 

July 2013 

LA-RICS and 
New Mexico  
Spectrum Lease 
Agreements  

FirstNet  
Board  
Approves  
2014 Budget; 
Established 
Committee  
Structure 

Sept 2013 

FirstNet  
Introduces 
10-Region 
Outreach 
Structure 
 

FIRSTNET IS BUILDING MOMENTUM  

54 of 55 
SLIGP 
Awards 
Made 
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Network 
Partners 

Mobile  
Hotspots 

Wireless 
Devices 

Mandate 
Core Network 

Mandate 
State Outreach 

FirstNet Organization 
Foundation 

Operational capability, 
Financial sustainability 

Technical foundation for 
interoperability 

Foundation for Public Safety and 
Local Government relationships 

Market, technical and  
Operational insights 

Test and Integrate coverage 
and recovery capabilities 

Stimulating the ecosystem for Public 
Safety use and applications 

Establish core team, controls and  
procedures to support public safety 

2014 INITIATIVES 

The Board approved a $194M budget for 2014. 

BTOP Projects 
with Spectrum Leases 
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5. Stay informed about FirstNet 
progress via www.firstnet.gov 

4. Give input to your state point of 
contact 

3. Share your ideas for applications and 
services with PSAC members 

2. Watch for the launch of our new 
website this Fall 

1.  Spread the word about FirstNet  

 

PROVIDING INPUT TO FIRSTNET 

Top 5 Things You Can Do 
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http://www.firstnet.gov/


THANK YOU   

Learn more at www.firstnet.gov  
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